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community expanding from one church at its begin-
ning to over 30 represented today.

The campus itself has seen significant investment 
and growth over the years to meet the growing 
desire for life-giving, Christ-centered education in 
this region. From humble beginnings of the two 
room schoolhouse, through nearly a dozen building 

projects over the years, to the present four-
phase, five-year, $18 million construction 
project, reaching nearly 124,500 new square 
feet of high quality educational space, Central 
is a beacon of light for the Kingdom in west 
central Minnesota.      

Our story begins on the plains of western 
Minnesota in 1910. A group of hearty, spirited
farmers and their families dreamed of forming 
a school dedicated to God and nurturing faith 
in Jesus Christ through Christian education. 
This vision, forged through economic challeng-
es, world wars, rugged rural conditions, and 
sheer grit has grown from the two room 

1910
A group of spirited 
farmers and their fam-
ilies dreamed in 1910 
of forming a school 
dedicated to God and 
nurturing faith in Jesus 
Christ through Christian 
education.  

1910
A Christian School 
society formed to elect a 
school board, Prinsburg 
Christian School was 
formed and led by Rev. 
L. Ypma. 

1925
Growth continues, a 
second classroom was 
added.  

1929
Another testimony 
to God’s faithful-
ness, a second 
building was 
added.  

1929
School continues 
to grow, the second 
building now includes 
grades 1-8.  

1930s
Enrollment 
continues to 
grow.

1945
9th grade added as 
families continue to 
join.

1948
First High School Play was 
conducted,“An Old-Fash-
ioned Mother”.

1947
10th grade was added 
as the high school con-
tinues to be established.

1951
Central Minnesota 
Christian School was 
fully incorporated. 

1952
CMCS opened new doors 
to an elementary building.

1957
The first graduating class 
receives CMCS diploma.

1952
Mother’s Club was formed, the 
collection of loose corn from 
fields was sold for the 
financial benefit of the school.

1955
In February, a fire gutted one 
of the buildings.  The Society 
approved completion of a 
new High School and 
addition of 11th and 12th 
grades. In September, 
occupancy began for grades 
7-12 in the new building. 

1960
50 years since first 
meeting to establish 
a Christian School in 
Prinsburg.

1968
High School gym and 
music room were added.

1970
CMCS Foundation 
formed to promote, 
accept and manage gifts 
for the long-term sustain-
ability of the school.

1979
Junior High building was 
added.

1980
Began participating in 
the State One Act com-
petition as a school.

1987
Spiritual Emphasis Week 
began.

late 1980s
A partnership with 
District 815 began with 
Prinsburg having their 
own public school district 
and support services, 
primarily serving CMCS.

1993
Expansion occurs once 
again and the Elemen-
tary wing and gym were 
added, now includes 4K 
classes.

1998
Athletic department 
excels with first State 
Championship appear-
ances in girls volleyball 
and boys basketball.

1996
High School retreat be-
gan and has continued 
to occur each Fall.

2004
4th of July events 
expanded to include 
Adam’s Race.

2010
CMCS celebrates 
100 years.

2011
Destination Imagi-
nation is established 
and continues to 
grow.

2013
Fall occupancy of 
Phase I occurs, 
including Event Center, 
Art, Library and 7-12 
classrooms.

2014
Trap team was 
established with 
11 students, most 
recently the fastest 
growing high school 
sport.

2015
Dedication of 
building with winter 
occupancy of 
Phase II occurs, 
including the Gym, 
Music, District 815 
and Industrial Arts 
facilities.

2019
Middle School model 
was introduced and 
implemented.

2015
New 2 You 
Thrift Store 
surpasses 
$1 million
to CMCS.

2019
Phase III opens with 
a new elementary 
building.

2017
“All In Together”
Capital Campaign 
begins with Phase III 
& Phase IV.

2018
CMCS Long 
Range Education 
Committee com-
pletes Christian 
Schools Interna-
tional Accreditation 
process.

2011
A Steering Committee 
was formed and the 
“Founded in Faith” 
Campaign begins to 
focus on Phase I & II 
building project.

1945
Society expanded to 
include Emden, Bunde 
and Raymond.

1911
Land was donated 
and a two room 
schoolhouse was built
and classes began
with 3 teachers and 
65 students.

schoolhouse in the early 1900s to the bustling 
campus it is today.

Many people and communities have helped shape 
this vision over the years. From the local farm 
community of Prinsburg at its birth, Central now 
reaches communities throughout a 40 mile radius, 
with a growing multi-ethnic diversity, and a faith 




